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cessities, and respect the great bodies in it above all
creatures, and remark in it in particular something
divine. Indeed, it is, after man, the most vivid
image we have of Divinity; there is nothing which
represents him to us so clearly; we remark his omnip-
otence in all the prodigious effects they cause here
below, his immensity in their vast extent, his wis-
dom in the order [110] of their movements, his good-
ness in the benign influences they shed continually
over all creatures, and his beauty in the Sun and in
the aspect of the Stars. I say this to show how easy
it will be, with time and divine aid, to lead these
Peoples to the knowledge of their Creator, since they
already homnor so especially a creature which is so
perfect an image of him. And, furthermore, I may
say it is really God whom they honor, though blind-
ly, for they imagine in the Heavens an OFk7, that is
to say, a Demon or power which rules the seasons of
the year, which holds in check the winds and the
waves of the sea; which can render favorable the
course of their voyages, and assist them in every
time of need. They even fear his anger, and invoke
him as a witness in order to render their faith invio-
lable, when they make some promise of importance,
or agree to some bargain or treaty of peace with an
enemy. Here are the terms they use, Hakhrikdté
ekaronhiaté tout Icwakhier ekentaté, ‘“ The Sky knows
what we are doing to-day;” and they think that if,
after this, they [111] should violate their word or
break their alliance, the Sky would certainly chas-
tise them. More than that, they do not think it right
tomock the Sky. Hereisa very remarkable proof of it:
A very renowned Sorcerer of this Country threatens
us this year with a great famine. The corn will



